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fond of using strong language* and calling a spade a spade*
(Suppressed laughter.) They as qrfve men and as strong men have
endeavoured and were able to pour a little bit of their own bravery
and strength into their audience. But in their own incomparable
manner they have also disciplined themselves to the best of their
ability with the strength and bravery that they infected their followers
with. It is my conviction that no two Mussulmans have tried more
than they have to retain a non-violent atmosphere throughout the
length and breadth of India; and the Government need not, there-
fore, be surprised if I charge them with having imprisoned or at-
tempted to imprison the Khilafat with the imprisonment of
Maulana Mahomed AH.
It was open to the Government, powerful as that Government
is, to invite the Ali Brothers and me to enter the disturbed area
and give us an opportunity to procure calmness and peace in that
disturbed land. I am sure that much innocent blood would have
been spared. I am sure that the desolation of many a Hindu house-
hold would have also been spared. But I must be forgiven if
again I charge the Government with a desire to incite the populace
to violence. They have no room in this system of government
under which we are governed, for strong, brave and true men.
The only place they have for such men is their prison,
My heart goes out to^faose men who have been so much
afflicted in Malabar, I am aware that our Moplah brethren, un-
disciplined as they have been all these long long years, have gone
mad. I am aware that they have committed a sin against the
Khilafat and against their own country. The whole of India to-*
day is under an. obligation to remain non-violent even under the
gravest provocation. The desolation of the Hindu households
shows clearly to me that the message, the healing message, of non-
violent non-co-operation had not penetrated Moplah households
in that area. And I have evidence which I have no reason to
doubt, that those parts in which our Moplah countrymen went
mad were not touched by the spirit of non-co-operation. I am
aware that non-co-operators were deliberately prevented from going
to those parts by the authorities. But I hope that my Hindu
countrymen will keep their senses. Even assuming, as I am not
prepared to assume, that all the stories that have come to us
through Government circles of forced conversions are true, you, the
Hindu part of this audience, will believe with me that that ought
not to put such a strain upon our loyalty to the creed of Hindu-
Muslim unity as to break it. We must not expect all of a sudden
every Hindu and every Mussulman to become absolutely faithful